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ABSTRACT

Background and Aim: The main purpose of this study was presenting
the casual model of social skills in students with specific learning
disorders based on personal intelligence and theory of mind: mediating
role of emotional control.

Method: The research method was descriptive and structural equations.
The statistical population included elementary students of the second year
with specific learning disorders in Ardabil and Tabriz in the academic
year 2021-2022 From this population, 115 students with specific learning
disorders were selected by purposive sampling. In the presence of the
researcher, they individually answered the questionnaires of personal
intelligence, emotional control, Stirman theory of mind, Matson social
skills. Data analysis was performed using structural equation modeling
and SPSS software version 23 and SmartPLS version 3.

Results: Based on the results, the causal model of the relationship
between the theory of mind, personal intelligence, emotional control and
social skills in students with special learning disabilities was confirmed
based on different fitting indices (P< 0.05).

Conclusion: According to these results, holding workshops to promote
personal intelligence, adjust and manage social skills of these students by
school counselors and psychologists is recommended.
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Extended abstract

Introduction

I_earning disability is a single construct with a heterogeneous nature that is associated with failure to

develop academic skills. This heterogeneity is reflected in educational patterns, information processing
strengths and weaknesses, as well as classification devices (Brueggemann & Taylor, 2014). Students
with special learning disabilities despite average intelligence level, in understanding written material,
reading quickly and fluently, writing or pronouncing letters, using grammar rules or punctuation, being
clear and regular in written expression, remembering arithmetic rules, doing calculations Correct and
fast math are difficult (Peng & Fuchs, 2016). In addition to academic difficulties, research evidence
points to deficits in social skills as the most common form of difficulties faced by students with specific
learning disabilities (Buonomo et al., 2017; Brooks et al., 2015). Among the factors affecting the
development of social skills, the structure of the theory of mind in the research literature is defined as a
prerequisite for acquiring social skills, understanding the social environment, the requirement for
engaging in competitive social behaviors, and the basis for successful interaction in social groups
(Gregory, 2002). Considering the effect of personality on social skills, it seems that another factor
affecting the development of social skills of students with learning disabilities is the structure of
"personal intelligence”. The theory of personal intelligence describes people's ability to reason
accurately about personality and personality-related information (Mayer et al., 2018). For all children,
emotion perception and regulation predicted higher friendship quality. The results support the
importance of understanding and regulating emotions on the better quality of children's friendships
(Kouvava et al., 2021). Therefore, the current research has been carried out with the purpose of the causal
model of social skills in students with special learning disorder based on personal intelligence and theory
of mind: the mediating role of emotional control.

Methods
In terms of the research method, the present study is among the descriptive researches and structural
equations type. The statistical population included second grade elementary school students with special
learning disabilities in Ardabil and Tabriz cities in the academic year of 2018-2019, of which 115
students had special learning disabilities. It was selected by purposeful sampling; And they answered
the questionnaires individually and in the presence of the researcher.

Results
Table 1. Mean and standard deviation of participants' scores in social skills, emotional control, personal
intelligence and theory of mind.

Variables mean standard deviation

social skills social skills 202/54 26.91
Emotional control

Emotional control Emotional control 7.60 4.05
10.530 5.004

Personal intelligence Shape
Selection guide 10.765 4.606
theory of mind Theory of Mind 23.280 4.674

The results of Table 1 show the mean and standard deviation of the variables of social skills,
emotional control, personal intelligence and theory of mind and their components.

Conclusion
This research aims to provide a causal model of social skills in students with special learning disorders
based on personal intelligence and theory of mind with the mediating role of emotional control. The
research findings showed that personal intelligence, theory of mind and emotional control had a direct
and significant effect on social skills. Also, personal intelligence and theory of mind had an indirect
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effect on social skills through emotional control. Research findings of this type have helped us in
understanding the abilities and weaknesses of students with special learning disabilities in order to plan
programs with the aim of creating and maintaining effective prevention, monitoring and treatment
systems to minimize risk and maximize protective factors and lead to maximum efficiency. Most of
those programs are Therefore, it is suggested to educators, therapists and psychologists to design and
develop educational strategies to support students prone to negative emotions and to create learning
environments to cultivate positive emotions, as well as pay attention to the importance of personal
intelligence when using self-regulation patterns of teaching and learning in educational environments,
because that the better control of these factors as much as possible can provide the possibility of better
control of learning problems.
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