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Background and Aims: The accelerated transformation of Iran’s
education system, particularly in response to social crises such as the
COVID-19 pandemic, air pollution, and ongoing economic and
political challenges, has led to significant and far-reaching
consequences for the country’s educational structure and learning
processes. This study aimed to identify, analyze, and interpret the
main effects of these crises on Iran’s education system using the
grounded theory method based on the emergent approach (Glaser).
Method: This research employed a qualitative design and is applied in
Research Article nature. The statistical population consisted of experts and specialists
in education and educational sciences who possessed relevant
experience and knowledge in the field. Participants were selected
through purposive sampling until theoretical saturation was achieved
(14 participants). Data were collected through semi-structured and in-
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consequences, Findings: The results indicated that social crises have produced both

Grounded theory positive and negative consequences for the education system. Positive
impacts included promoting educational justice, improving structural
flexibility, and enhancing the quality of learning activities.
Conversely, psychological and cultural disturbances, unequal access
to educational opportunities, and technological and infrastructural
challenges were among the major negative effects.

Conclusion: Social crises, despite their challenges, can also create
valuable opportunities for educational transformation. Addressing
both aspects simultaneously and designing effective strategies for
crisis management can enhance the resilience and sustainability of the
national education system.
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The accelerated transformation of Iran’s education system, particularly in response to social crises such as
the COVID-19 pandemic, air pollution, and ongoing economic and political challenges, has led to
significant and far-reaching consequences for the country’s educational structure and learning processes.
This study aimed to identify, analyze, and interpret the main effects of these crises on Iran’s education
system using the grounded theory method based on the emergent approach (Glaser).

Methods

This research employed a qualitative design and is applied in nature. The statistical population consisted of
experts and specialists in education and educational sciences who possessed relevant experience and
knowledge in the field. Participants were selected through purposive sampling until theoretical saturation
was achieved (14 participants). Data were collected through semi-structured and in-depth interviews. The
validity and reliability of the findings were ensured using the criteria of credibility, transferability,
conformability, and dependability. Data analysis was performed using MAXQDA 2020 software and
followed the systematic process of open, axial, and selective coding to extract main categories and core
concepts.

Results

The results indicated that social crises have produced both positive and negative consequences for the
education system. Positive impacts included promoting educational justice, improving structural flexibility,
and enhancing the quality of learning activities. Conversely, psychological and cultural disturbances,
unequal access to educational opportunities, and technological and infrastructural challenges were among
the major negative effects.

Conclusion

Social crises, despite their challenges, can also create valuable opportunities for educational
transformation. Addressing both aspects simultaneously and designing effective strategies for crisis
management can enhance the resilience and sustainability of the national education system.
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