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Article Info Abstract

Background and Aims: The current study aimed to develop a
structural model exploring the impact of attitudes toward Artificial
Intelligence (AI) and social media on academic dishonesty behaviors
among elementary and middle school students.

Method: This study utilized a quantitative, descriptive-correlational
strategy. The statistical population consisted of all students in Urmia
with N=90,000 during the 2024-2025 academic year, from which a
Research Article sample of 401 students was selected using stratified random sampling.
Data collection instruments included the General Attitudes Toward Al
scale by Shipman and Rodway (2020), Use of Social Media scale by

A
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Received Date: Hejazi et al. (2016), and the Academic Dishonesty scale by McCabe
16 November 2025 and Trevino (1996). Data analysis was performed using Structural
Accepted Date: Equation Modeling (SEM) through SPSS and Amos software.
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Findings: The findings indicated that attitude toward Al has a direct
Keywords: and significant effect on social media (beta=0.33, P<0.05) and an
Artificial Intelligence, academic dishonesty (beta=0.28, P<0.05). Also, social media was the
Social Media, strongest direct predictor of academic dishonesty behaviors with a
Academic Dishonesty, | path coefficient (beta=0.54, P<0.01). Testing for indirect effects also
Students, ~ Structural confirmed the significant mediating role of social media in the
Model. relationship between attitudes toward Al and academic dishonesty
(beta=0.39, P<0.05).

Conclusion: The research results elucidate that Al serves as a "tool"
and social media as a "platform" which, by establishing group norms
and fostering cognitive dependency, facilitate academic misconduct
among the new generation. These results underscore the urgent
necessity of revising traditional assessment models and integrating
digital ethics and media literacy into school curricula to safeguard
academic integrity.

Cite this article: Yadegar, A., Jafarian, Z., Moradi, F., Daneshmand Kashki, Sh., Abdollahi Godollo, R.
(2026). Presenting a Model of Attitudes toward Artificial Intelligence and Social Media on Academic

Dishonesty Behaviors among Primary and Middle School Students. Research Strategies in Educational
Sciences, 3(4), 45-61. DOI: 10.22034/jrses.2026.575444.1127

ool

Extended abstract

Introduction

In recent years, the rapid advancement of generative artificial intelligence (Al) tools, such as ChatGPT,
coupled with the pervasive influence of social media platforms, has profoundly transformed educational
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environments and raised serious concerns about academic integrity. These technologies offer powerful
opportunities for personalized learning and cognitive support, yet they also create pathways to academic
dishonesty behaviors—including plagiarism, unauthorized content generation, contract cheating, and illicit
collaboration—particularly among younger learners at the elementary and middle school levels, where
ethical reasoning, self-regulation, and academic habits are still developing (Greitemeyer & Kastenmiiller,
2024). While AI can scaffold complex tasks and enhance understanding, its capacity to produce high-
quality responses almost instantly often encourages students to rely on superficial shortcuts rather than
deep cognitive engagement (Huang et al., 2025). Social media platforms exacerbate this risk by providing
accessible channels for sharing answers, solutions, and unauthorized resources, thereby normalizing
misconduct and converting isolated acts into socially reinforced group practices (Zlatolas et al., 2022).
Although a substantial body of research has examined these issues among university students and older
adolescents, far less attention has been devoted to younger age groups (Mah et al., 2024; Cotton et al.,
2024). The present study aimed to test a structural equation model linking Al attitudes, social media
engagement, and academic dishonesty among students in Urmia, Iran.

Methods

This quantitative, descriptive-correlational study employed a cross-sectional survey design. The target
population included approximately 90,000 students enrolled in public schools in Urmia city. A stratified
random sample of 401 students was drawn, stratified by gender and educational level (elementary girls,
elementary boys, middle school girls, and middle school boys), with sample size calculated according to
Krejcie and Morgan’s formula and slightly increased to enhance statistical power. Data were collected
using three validated instruments: the General Attitudes toward Artificial Intelligence Scale (Schepman &
Rodway, 2020; 20 items, positive and negative subscales, Cronbach’s o = 0.81), the Use of Social Media
Scale (Hejazi et al., 2016; 30 items assessing attitude and usage dimensions, Cronbach’s a = 0.89), and the
Academic Dishonesty Scale (McCabe & Trevino, 1996; 10 items measuring exam and assignment
cheating, Cronbach’s a = 0.83). All instruments utilized five-point Likert-type scales. Content validity was
confirmed by expert review, and internal consistency was verified through Cronbach’s alpha. Descriptive
statistics, Pearson correlations, Kolmogorov—Smirnov normality tests, skewness and kurtosis checks,
Kaiser—-Meyer—Olkin measure, Bartlett’s test of sphericity, and full structural equation modeling (SEM)
were conducted using SPSS version 22 and Amos software. Model fit was assessed with standard indices.
Results

Descriptive results indicated substantial technology engagement: 66% of participants reported Al usage
skills, 74% claimed familiarity with artificial intelligence concepts, and most had personal or shared device
access. Daily internet use ranged predominantly from one to four hours, with homework support and
entertainment as primary Al purposes. Instagram and the national educational platform Shad were the most
frequently used social media applications. Normality assumptions were met, multicollinearity was absent,
and sampling adequacy was excellent (KMO = 0.874; Bartlett’s p < 0.001). Pearson correlations revealed
strong positive interrelationships (r = 0.57-0.81, p < 0.01). The final structural model demonstrated
acceptable to good fit. Path coefficients showed that attitudes toward Al had a significant direct effect on
social media engagement (B = 0.33, p = 0.03) and on academic dishonesty (B = 0.28, p = 0.04). Social
media emerged as the strongest direct predictor of academic dishonesty (f = 0.54, p = 0.01). Importantly, a
significant indirect effect of Al attitudes on academic dishonesty mediated by social media was confirmed
(B=10.39, p=0.02). The model explained 41% of the variance in social media engagement and 36% of the
variance in academic dishonesty.

Conclusion

The study reveals that positive Al attitudes influence academic dishonesty both directly and indirectly
through social media engagement, which acts as a potent mechanism for normalizing misconduct via peer-
reinforced norms. This dynamic is particularly salient in the Iranian context, where platforms like Shad
have become central to schooling. Consequently, a shift from detection-centered to preventive strategies is
essential. This includes developing transparent "Digital Ethics Guidelines," redesigning assessments to be
process-oriented and performance-based, and integrating Al literacy into early curricula. Furthermore,
interventions should target reshaping social media group norms—especially on Instagram and Shad—
while fostering parental guidance toward independent learning. Despite these insights, results must be
interpreted cautiously due to certain limitations: the reliance on self-report measures may have introduced
social desirability bias, and the cross-sectional design prevents a longitudinal understanding of evolving Al
attitudes. Additionally, the geographical focus on Urmia limits generalizability to diverse cultural contexts.
Redefining educational success in the generative Al era ultimately requires prioritizing ethical processes,
critical thinking, and responsible digital citizenship over product-oriented metrics.
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