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Avrticle Info Abstract
Background and Aims: Many sociolinguistic, psychological, and
educational factors, such as education, technology, and motivation,
interact in a complex manner that leads individuals in society toward
bilingualism, which is the ability to be competent in at least two
languages. Focusing on factors that affect bilingualism among second

Article Type: language undergraduate and graduate students of English and their
identities, this study examined the relationships between dominant
Research Article sociolinguistic, psychological, and educational factors (i.e.,

motivation, technology, cyberspace, and education) and the
bilingualism of English students. Moreover, it investigated whether
bilingualism affects the ethnolinguistic identities of English students.
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10 April 2026 analytical technique. The statistical population consisted of
undergraduate and graduate students majoring in English translation
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Bilingualism, Ethno-

Linguistic  Identity, University (N = 237) in Iran, selected via convenience sampling. To

collect the data, the participants completed a researcher-made

Education, ’ -
Motivation, questionnaire.
Technology Findings: The results of multiple regression tests and structural

equation modeling (SEM) revealed that bilingualism of English
students predicted their ethnolinguistic identity. Model fit has been
confirmed using multiple model fit indices (e.g., CMIN/DF and
RMSEA).

Conclusion: Implications of these findings for language planning,
policy, and reforming foreign language teaching curricula (e.g.,
English), and future research directions are presented as suggestions
for teachers of English as a foreign language.
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Extended abstract

Introduction

Background: Various sociolinguistic, psychological, and educational factors—including education,
technology, and motivation—interact to drive individuals toward bilingualism, defined as the ability to
master at least two languages. Despite its significance, the benefits of bilingualism and its correlation with
identity in the Iranian context remain under-researched, with only a limited number of studies providing
theoretical or empirical insights. This study considers motivation, technology, cyberspace, and education
as independent variables, while English language proficiency (performance) serves as the dependent
variable. Additionally, the study aims to examine the relationship between bilingualism and the ethno-
linguistic identity of English as a Foreign Language (EFL) students.

Methods

This research employed a quantitative approach, specifically a field-based descriptive-correlational design.
The statistical population comprised 237 undergraduate and graduate students majoring in Translation and
English Language Teaching (ELT) at Shahrekord University, Iran, selected via convenience sampling.
Data were collected through a researcher-developed questionnaire. Demographic variables included age,
gender, educational level, and major. The instrument utilized a 5-point Likert scale (1 = very low to 5 =
very high) consisting of 52 items, measuring motivation (10 items), technology (10 items), cyberspace (10
items), education (8 items), and ethno-linguistic identity (10 items). Face validity was established through
expert judgment from specialists in ELT and psychology at Shahrekord University. The reliability of the
instrument was confirmed using Cronbach's alpha, yielding a high coefficient of 0.906. Structural Equation
Modeling (SEM) was employed for data analysis. Descriptive statistics (means, standard deviations, and
frequencies), correlation coefficients, and SEM models were analyzed using SPSS and AMOS software.
Multiple regression analysis was conducted to examine the predictive role of the sociolinguistic,
psychological, and educational variables (motivation, education, technology, and cyberspace) on learners'
bilingualism. Prior to regression, Pearson correlation coefficients were calculated to determine the
relationships between the independent variables and the dependent variable (bilingualism).

Results

The Kolmogorov-Smirnov test indicated a significance level greater than 0.05, confirming the normality of
the variable distributions. The mean scores for ethno-linguistic identity (M = 3.36) and bilingualism (M =
3.64) were high among respondents. Similarly, motivation, technology, cyberspace, and education yielded
mean scores of 3.84, 3.96, 3.43, and 3.24, respectively. Results indicated significant positive correlations
among all studied variables (bilingualism, motivation, technology, cyberspace, education, and ethno-
linguistic identity). The structural model exhibited excellent fit, as indicated by the chi-square to degrees of
freedom ratio being less than 2. At a 95% confidence level (p ,(+.*° > path analysis revealed that
motivation (R = 0.28), education (R = 0.19), and ethno-linguistic identity were significantly and positively
correlated at the 99% confidence level (p < 0.01). However, technology showed no significant correlation
with ethno-linguistic identity (R = 0.12, p > 0.05), and among the dimensions of bilingualism, cyberspace
had no significant impact on ethno-linguistic identity. A significant positive correlation was found between
bilingualism and ethno-linguistic identity (R = 0.56, p < 0.01). Furthermore, coefficient of determination
values indicated that bilingualism accounts for 31% of the variance in ethno-linguistic identity, suggesting
that bilingualism significantly influences ethno-linguistic identity.

Conclusion

The results regarding the first research question indicated that several variables (motivation, education,
technology, and cyberspace) have a significant positive relationship with the bilingualism of EFL students.
However, compared to other sociolinguistic, psychological, and educational factors, technology and
cyberspace did not demonstrate a significant connection to identity within the model. Findings related to
the second research question (the overall model) demonstrated that bilingualism predicts the ethno-
linguistic identity of EFL students. Consequently, this study offers practical implications for linguistic
planning and policy-making in diverse multilingual contexts to facilitate the identification of ethno-
linguistic identities.
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